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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Special 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [4.33 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the President. 

I use this motion to say a few words at the end of the session and to congratulate and thank a number of people 
for their contributions to this house over the past year.  

Whilst this special adjournment is to a date and time to be fixed by the President, it is the intention of the 
government that we return on 10 March 2009, but the open-ended motion I have moved is to provide for any 
peculiar circumstances that are not foreseen at this time.  

This year has been quite an extraordinary year in the political world of Western Australia. Indeed, the very early 
election that was held in September caught everybody by surprise, including the then government, and has seen, 
as we now witness, the election of a new government. In the context of what we would normally be doing at this 
time of the year, the circumstances are quite extraordinary. Normally we would be making our farewells prior to 
the Christmas adjournment with a view to going to the election some time in February. Most of the comments 
made at this time of the year are, “We hope you lose the next election; we want to change sides”, and that sort of 
thing, whereas this time it is quite different. We now have a new government and will have a new Parliament for 
the Legislative Council beginning 22 May 2009. It has been an interesting year and the new government faces 
many challenges, many of those brought about by international financial circumstances, and we will do our best 
to address those challenges in a very positive way.  

I wish to thank a number of people. I do not intend to make the long speech that I have been traditionally known 
to make on these occasions in the past, because the comments that I wish to make about a few persons I will save 
for the valedictories at the end of their term in office. I think that is a more appropriate time to thank a number of 
people and to congratulate them on the contributions they have made.  

I thank Mr President for his ongoing excellent chairmanship of this chamber; Hon George Cash, the Chairman of 
Committees, for continuing to provide excellent advice to the house; and the Deputy Chairmen who work with 
him for making sure we debate issues properly within the chamber.  

I thank the former opposition members of the front bench, now ministers, and start with my deputy, Hon Simon 
O’Brien. Hon Simon O’Brien had a pretty tough start to his ministerial life, so I am pleased to see him looking 
so well and able to debate an issue like the last bill with vigour and consistency. I am delighted with the way in 
which he has been able to recover and give us his full attention on the front bench. My colleagues Hon Peter 
Collier, Hon Robyn McSweeney and Hon Donna Faragher all recognise the enormity of the task ahead of us and 
I know that we will give our total commitment to the cause.  

To the parliamentary secretaries, Hon Barry House, Hon Helen Morton and Hon Wendy Duncan, I offer my 
thanks for their assistance. I thank our Whip, Hon Bruce Donaldson, who provides excellent support to the 
leadership of our party and always ensures that—up until now—we lose by one! I think we lost by two today, so 
I will have to talk to him about that! The only problem for Hon Bruce Donaldson is that, after 22 May 2009, 
when we will have a majority, he will not be one of them. He would have enjoyed very much votes of 21-16, or 
whatever it is going to be. To the rest of my team on this side, my thanks for the contribution they make to our 
party and to the house.  

To the former leader of the government, Hon Kim Chance—who I gather is out of the house on urgent 
parliamentary business—my thanks for the way he and I were able to work together for seven and a half years as 
leader of the government and Leader of the Opposition. I did appreciate very much the way in which we were 
able to ensure that this house operated in a way that I think is a positive reflection on all of us. To the new 
Leader of the Opposition, Hon Sue Ellery, I say that I look forward very much to working with her and I hope 
that we can have a similar relationship to that which I had with Hon Kim Chance.  

I thank the opposition members, who are now more vocal than they used to be prior to the last election. They 
have a lot more to say, which is a good thing. I also welcome Hon Shelley Eaton and Hon Carolyn Burton to the 
house. I hope they enjoy the time they are going to have here until May next year. I congratulate them on their 
maiden speeches, which I thought were very well researched and positive contributions to the house.  

There are two former members I want to mention quickly: Hon Vince Catania and Hon Graham Giffard, who did 
not have a chance to make valedictory speeches and who both sought to further their careers in the other house. 
Hon Vince Catania was successful; Hon Graham Giffard was not. However, both members made a significant 
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contribution. Hon Graham Giffard was a very quiet behind-the-scenes worker, but I had a great admiration for 
his ability to work in the committee processes and the contribution he made to the chamber. 

The Greens, Hon Giz Watson and Hon Paul Llewellyn, as I say every year, add another dimension to debates in 
this house and that is important in the context of the way in which the Legislative Council is now constructed. 

We have two Independents, Hon Shelley Archer and Hon Anthony Fels. I hope they both find their way back 
home again, if I can put it in those terms. I have always felt very sad about the circumstances that surround those 
two members; I think they were unfairly treated in both cases. I hope that, whatever happens to them in the 
future, they eventually find some peace about the matters with which they are confronted. 

To the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock, and the Deputy Clerks, Nigel Lake and Donald Allison, I say thank you very 
much for the way in which they manage the house. I thank the Usher of the Black Rod, Chris Hunt, and the 
house staff, Grant, Brian, Peter, Glen, Alice, Lisa and Deb, all of whom look after us extraordinarily well in the 
chamber. I thank my own staff, Tina and Janice, who have been working for leaders of the government in the 
Legislative Council for a very long time and are simply wonderful people who provide so much assistance and 
support. I thank Julie Holmes, who is now assisting me in the way in which the Legislative Council operates; she 
is the John D’Agostino of the Liberal Party and I welcome her on board. Janeen Robertson has left since we 
were here in the last Parliament. She was a wonderful worker for the Legislative Council and it was very sad 
when she decided to leave. However, I gather she was seeking greener pastures elsewhere and I wish her every 
success. I thank the dining room staff: Ossie, who looks after the top table so well; Romeo, who I gather is 
celebrating 25 years in Parliament House and who is a great fellow to have in the dining room; and Andrew, who 
looked after us so well during afternoon tea—I gather he is not well, so I wish him a speedy recovery. Mr 
President, if you see Andrew, could you relay that message to him. Lorraine in the President’s office always 
provides a good liaison between the President and the Liberal Party. I thank all the committee staff; Hansard; the 
telephonists, Cathy and Marilyn, who have been here forever; the gardeners, who do a great job; the library 
staff—whom I forgot one year, which they have never allowed me to forget because they keep reminding me 
constantly—Judy Ballantyne and her staff; I thank them for the great contribution they make to the house. I 
thank Ken Craig and the security staff, who I think these days have a more difficult job than they used to have in 
the old days when Parliament House did not have the same potential security threats. I thank the staff who run 
Parliament House: Russell Bremner and his staff. I will particularly mention Peter Pascoe—I think he has been 
here longer than I have—because he never stops smiling and is always prepared to help whoever has a problem. 
Whenever people seek his assistance it is always forthcoming. I think I have mentioned everybody who makes a 
contribution. If I have missed anybody, I apologise. However, to make a place such as this work well and 
efficiently, it requires the work of a great number of people and they all make a very significant and worthwhile 
contribution and I thank them all on behalf of the government most sincerely. 

At this time of the year we are due to break. Assembly members will be delighted to know that they are coming 
back on Thursday—at least they cannot blame the government, which is one thing! It is the lead-up to Christmas. 
Christmas is a very important time of year, from my point of view, for families and for some relaxation. It has 
been a very, very tough year for everybody; election years are always tough, and with a new government being 
formed it is even tougher. It will be a great time to have a bit of relaxation for a short period in some cases. I 
wish everybody a very happy Christmas and I look forward to the house resuming next year for what could be 
another interesting year in the Legislative Council. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [4.44 pm]: I add my best wishes for 
the Christmas season to those expressed by the Leader of the House. I start by thanking the President and 
wishing him a very merry Christmas. I thank the President for the assistance and advice he has provided to me in 
my new role as Leader of the Opposition, and I thank Lorraine in his office for the courteous way in which she 
always deals with any inquiries I send that way. 

I send my best wishes to the new ministers, the members of the government and particularly to the Leader of the 
House, who now has the additional tasks associated with running the house. Obviously, it is a position that he 
has held before. What goes with that position is a need to consult with not only the opposition, but also the 
Greens (WA) and the two Independents. In addition to that, he has his own ministerial responsibilities. My 
observation of the former Leader of the House is that the leader’s task is in fact a thankless task and one that is 
not really acknowledged for the time that it takes and the balancing acts that are sometimes required as the 
Leader of the House tries to meet the requirements of the various parties in the chamber, as well as meeting the 
government’s objectives. 

I say to the new ministers that I know that it is a big step up to become a minister, with the relentless workload 
and demands on one’s time. I also know that it is the best job they will ever have, so I hope that they enjoy it. 
Much is made outside of Parliament about the combative nature of Parliament, and it certainly has its moments. 
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However, I think we would all agree that for the most part that is what they are—they are simply moments, and 
for the rest of the time we tend to get on and do the work. 

Christmas and New Year is a time to reflect and think about how we might improve things next year. I noted the 
Premier’s public comments that question time is about the government answering questions from the opposition 
and that ministers should get on and answer the questions. That is what he has encouraged them to do—simply 
answer the questions, and I look forward to that practice being adopted across the board in this chamber next 
year. 

To my colleagues from the state Parliamentary Labor Party in this chamber, I say what a rollercoaster six months 
we have had! We could have taken the tempting and, I think, easy option from the election result—the one that I 
fought—that is, to curl up in the foetal position, lick our wounds, perhaps hit out and do a bit of internal 
wrecking, and then cruise through the first three weeks of the parliamentary session vowing to regroup the next 
year. That is what we could have done. Instead, this group has absolutely stepped up and hit the ground running, 
and I thank them for that. I think it is fair to say that generally the commentators who have been observing the 
transition have commented on how the Labor Party has adopted an energetic and forensic approach to holding 
the new minority government accountable. My colleagues will get some time off over the next three months and 
they deserve it. I thank all of my colleagues for the support that they have given me as the new leader, their 
willingness to let me learn as we go, and their willingness from time to time to do as I say and not as I do—I 
appreciate that as well. I could not have asked for better support from my colleagues as we transitioned into this 
role and I thank each and every one of them. 

I am sorry that Hon Kim Chance is not in this place today, because I particularly wanted to thank him as the 
former Leader of the House. I wish him and Sue a very merry Christmas. I know that they will be spending time 
learning Arabic and also enjoying time, I am sure, with their grandchild, and that is, of course, what Christmas is 
all about. However, I want to place on record Hon Kim Chance’s generosity to me once I was elected leader. He 
took the time to walk me through the range of tasks and responsibilities that would be involved. By far the most 
important piece of advice he gave me, after providing me with copious pieces of paper and having long 
conversations about possible strategies and counter-tactics to adopt, was one single piece of advice that I think 
was really important: to try to have fun along the way. It was important, because there are a lot of things to 
juggle in this position. Ensuring that each member of the team feels that he or she is part of the process is no 
small feat. Sometimes it is no small feat to avoid succumbing to the advice from the Leader of the House about 
how miserable I should be in opposition. Each time I feel the weight of my position on my shoulders, I try to use 
Kim’s advice as a little mental check and I very consciously try to find something amusing in what I have to do 
each day. 

I want to acknowledge the new members, Hon Shelley Eaton and Hon Carolyn Burton, who overcame their 
terror of the prospect of first speeches and who have joined the team as fully fledged members now participating 
in the fullest capacity. 

I wish the Greens (WA) members all the very best for the season as well. The change in resources from 
government to opposition has brought into sharp relief for me the amount of work a minor party or, indeed, an 
Independent must do to stay ahead of the game. I commend their work rate and their good humour. My good 
friend Hon Giz Watson keeps me sane as well as being genuinely worthy of the title “honourable”, although I 
suspect she does not use it outside the chamber. The same comments apply to the Independent members, but 
multiplied. Not having at least one other member to assist them in managing business in the house with limited 
resources creates a workload that I acknowledge. 

I turn now to the parliamentary staff. I hope that the Clerk, Malcolm Peacock, gets to take a real break over 
Christmas. I suspect that he will be looking forward to a break from me either on the phone or outside his office, 
prefacing my remarks with “Malcolm, this is probably a really dumb question but”. I really appreciated his 
generosity as I became Leader of the Opposition. In addition to providing me with advice, Malcolm assisted me 
in putting together a training day for our members about how we might plan to tackle opposition. I appreciate 
that, and the ongoing advice that Malcolm provides me. I also thank the Deputy Clerk, Nigel Lake, and the Clerk 
Assistant, Donald Allison. I thank Chris Hunt, the Usher of the Black Rod, for his assistance. Along with the 
Leader of the House, I acknowledge the work done by Janeen Robertson. She left us earlier this year, but she has 
been ably replaced by Corinne Briant, who must often answer the telephone calls from me asking where 
Malcolm is. I thank her for her assistance. I thank all the staff who assist us in the chamber, along with the 
support staff and the committee staff. I thank them very much for the work that they do, which makes this place 
run that so smoothly and makes us look really good. I thank the other Parliament House staff as well. I 
congratulate Romeo Dimanlig on his long service.  

I will no doubt say more about the Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, when we get to farewells—
closer to 22 May. He will certainly leave big shoes to fill because he has done a sensational job in assisting the 
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house to move through its business in a timely fashion. I also thank the deputy chairs for the way in which they 
carry out their work.  

I now deal with Tina Beale and Janice Shaw at the other end of the question time process, and I thank them for 
their support. Belinda Corey and the team at Hansard make us sound fabulous when perhaps we are not feeling 
so fabulous, and perhaps the words are tumbling out of our mouths. They make us sound far more eloquent 
sometimes than perhaps we really are. John Buchanan and the team in Information Technology provide services 
without which we would really struggle to get half the work done that we need to do. I thank Enno Schijf and the 
catering team for their sausage rolls and the assistance they provide us in ensuring that we maintain our own 
sustenance and that we are also able to provide sustenance to people who visit us. I thank Mark Gabrielli and the 
team in the dining room and the bar for the work they do.  

Russell Bremner and the staff in Parliamentary Services do the backroom work that ensures that essential 
elements such as the administration systems we need to run the house are taken care of. I thank Cathy Harrison, 
Marilyn David and Rosalie Arnold on the switchboard for ever so patiently reminding me that I had not pressed 
zero when dialling an outside line from time to time, and for ensuring that whenever I am searching for a 
telephone number they are able to provide it to me with good grace and courtesy. I thank Graham McDonald and 
the Building Services team, which includes all the gardeners and the cleaners as well, for looking after us and 
maintaining the gardens in a really spectacular fashion. I particularly thank Peter Pascoe, who was also generous 
during the transition and physically helped me move boxes and all sorts of things as I moved into my new office. 
I thank Ken Craig and the security team for looking after us and for always providing me with more plastic 
things to put my little swipe card in when I lose them. I thank Judy Ballantyne and the staff in the Parliamentary 
Library, which is a resource that I use a lot more now that we are in opposition. I also thank her for the assistance 
she provided in the training program that we put together for opposition members. She made her time available 
then and also provides ongoing assistance to us. I also thank the team in the Parliamentary Education Office. 
Now that I spend a lot more time based in Parliament House when Parliament is not sitting, attending to matters 
in my new role, I realise the work that they do every day, making it seem as though it is the first time that they 
have ever explained to tour parties of schoolchildren and others the particular elements of the carpet or the 
patterns on the floor in the entrance foyer. I thank them for the important part they play in ensuring that people 
understand the role Parliament plays. 

It has been a big year of change for everybody, whichever side of the house we sit on. I genuinely wish 
everybody the very best Christmas and New Year, and I look forward to coming back in fighting form in 2009. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.56 pm]: I will be very brief, because I actually think it has been 
quite a long year, even though it has been short in some respects. I add my comments in thanking everybody for 
the work we have done this year together. I enjoyed the work, and I enjoy working with all the members. I wish 
everybody a restful break, and add my thanks to all the people named by both the Leader of the House and the 
Leader of the Opposition. An extraordinary team provides support for us in our parliamentary work. I thank them 
on behalf of the Greens (WA) and wish everybody all the best for the coming break. 

HON ANTHONY FELS (Agricultural) [4.57 pm]: I will not take very much time either, because I know there 
is a good spread of lobster waiting outside the door. I thank all the staff of Parliament and everyone I have dealt 
with in this place in the three and a half years I have been here so far. On behalf of the Family First Party, I 
reinforce the messages of the other parties here tonight. I thank everyone involved. For those who are not aware 
of what Family First stands for and why I am a part of it, we are Family First and we have an application in place 
at the moment to change our name to WA Family First, which was submitted before the election was called. That 
is why the name has not changed as yet. I will just let members know that we are not actually a Christian or 
churchy party. I thank the party for inviting me to join. Maybe the reason the party invited me in was to let more 
people know that we are not a churchy or Christian party. We are a conservative party, and that is why I sit on 
this side of the house, and that is why I did not vote with the other side on the recent vote. 

Although he is not here today, I acknowledge Hon Kim Chance for the help he provided when he was Leader of 
the House, particularly in question time. I find that, as a minor party member, I get the chance to ask one 
question during question time, and he was always helpful. I know that question time used to run longer than half 
an hour. I do not know whether that was deliberate or whether the Leader of the House was not watching the 
clock from time to time, but there was never a problem with being able to get questions in. I have not had any 
trouble yet with the new government, and I hope that continues. 

I congratulate Premier Colin Barnett and the new Liberal government, governing with the National Party and 
three Independents. Family First is very pleased with the change of government in the state. Family First gave 
preferences to every Liberal candidate in every lower house seat in the metropolitan area and every National 
Party candidate in every seat in the country regions. We were very pleased with the outcome for those members 
in the lower house. Similarly, in the upper house our preferences went to the Liberal and National Parties. We 
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believe that we made some contribution to that result, although it is not always acknowledged. We are very 
pleased with the outcome, and we wish Colin Barnett and his cabinet and members a very happy Christmas, as 
well as all the members of the opposition and all members of this place.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths): I thank the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition, 
and Hon Giz Watson and Hon Anthony Fels, for their thoughtful words, and concur with their comments, 
particularly about members and staff.  

I congratulate the Leader of the House in his new role—although he has held this role on a prior occasion—and I 
look forward to his continued contribution in advancing the business of the house and, above all, advocating its 
role to the government. I congratulate the Leader of the Opposition in her new role and thank her for her 
contribution in effecting the conduct of the house. I should mention also the former leader of the government, 
Hon Kim Chance. I congratulate him for the way he carried out his duties during the course of what has been an 
interesting, and probably very difficult, year for many members. 

I acknowledge the contributions of the new Leader of the National Party, Hon Wendy Duncan; the members of 
the Greens (WA); our Independent member, Hon Shelley Archer; and our Family First member, Hon Anthony 
Fels. As members of small parties in this house, they have an essential and very significant workload. The 
Deputy President and Chairman of Committees, Hon George Cash, has provided great support and prudent 
counsel to me, and also to members and committee staff, in many capacities during the course of the year. I 
thank Hon George Cash very much for his continued hard work and for the many roles that he carries out.  

I thank this year’s deputy chairs—Hon Barry House; Hon Ray Halligan; Hon Simon O’Brien; Hon Ken Travers; 
Mr Graham Giffard, as he now is; Hon Sheila Mills; and Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm—for the way they have 
carried out their very significant duties. I thank the chairs of committees, who perform a critical role for the 
workings of this house as a house of review, as it has come to be regarded and is expected to be by the 
community as a whole. I thank current and former ministers, current and former parliamentary secretaries and all 
members of this house for their contributions. I thank Mr Graham Giffard and Mr Vincent Catania for their 
contribution to this house and wish them both every success for the future.  

I thank the Clerk of the Legislative Council, Mr Malcolm Peacock. He has shown great direction and 
professionalism in his role, and his efforts in maintaining the proper functioning of the house are appreciated by 
all. I thank Mr Nigel Lake, the Deputy Clerk, for the professional manner in which he conducts his duties, and 
Mr Donald Allison, Clerk Assistant (House), for his efforts in assisting with the competent functioning of the 
house.  

I thank Mrs Kelly Alcock, Manager, Administrative Services, Mr Paul Grant, Clerk Assistant (Committees), and 
the committee staff, for their tremendous and tireless efforts in ensuring that our fundamental activities are 
carried out properly. I thank our Usher of the Black Rod, Mr Chris Hunt, for his contribution and continued 
support and hard work. I also thank Mr Peter Gale, Mr Brian Conn, Mr Glen Whitting, Mrs Lisa Parrella, 
Mr Grant Hitchcock and Ms Alice Muller. Their support and assistance to members and Council staff is 
substantial and noteworthy and very much appreciated.  

I also thank our senior parliamentary officer, Ms Tina Beale, and parliamentary officer Ms Janice Shaw. These 
ladies do a remarkable job, and we look forward to their continued support in 2009. I acknowledge Ms Corinne 
Briant, Executive Assistant to the Clerk. We are happy she has joined our team, as she brings much experience 
to the position. I thank Ms Janeen Robertson, who departed after 15 years of commendable service. I say thank 
you also to Ms Hannah Gough, media, public relations and project officer, for her sterling efforts. I thank my 
executive assistant, Ms Lorraine Coogan, and my personal steward, Mr Andrew Gardos. Their support has been 
vital to me and is deeply appreciated. I thank Mrs Debra Kapoor and Mr Romeo Dimanlig for stepping in and 
performing the role of my personal steward during Andrew’s unfortunate absence. I am advised that Andrew will 
be back on duty in 2009.  

I thank Mr Russell Bremner, Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services; Mr Rob Hunter, Deputy Manager, 
Parliamentary Services, and their support staff; and Mr Enno Schijf, Catering Services Manager. I congratulate 
and thank Mr Claude Morris for his many years as Head Chef, and I congratulate Mr George Webb, our new 
head chef, who brings a great deal of talent and skills to the job. I thank his staff for their continuous work to 
look after all members and staff. I also thank Mr Mark Bore, sous chef, for his continued support and efforts.  

I also thank Mr Ken Craig, Security Manager, and his staff; Ms Belinda Corey, Reporting Services Manager, and 
her staff; and Ms Judy Ballantyne, Parliamentary Librarian and Library and Information Services Manager, and 
her staff. They provide members with excellent support.  

I thank Ms Dawn Timmerman, Finance Manager, and her team; they do a tremendous job. I would like to also 
thank Mr Michel Crouche, who provided seven years of distinguished service. Thank you also to Mr John 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 9 December 2008] 

 p1081b-1086a 
Hon Norman Moore; Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Giz Watson; Hon Anthony Fels; President 

 [6] 

Buchanan, Information Technology Manager, and his staff. Their expertise provides for the smooth running of 
all the departments. Thank you also to Ms Jane Gray, Parliamentary Education Officer, and her staff, who spend 
much time with schoolchildren and visitors, imparting the history of the Parliament to them.  

I thank Mr Graham McDonald, Building Services Manager, and Mr Peter Pascoe, Assistant Building Services 
Manager. I thank Mr Dan Cochrane, Project Manager. These gentlemen work diligently in maintaining the 
premises we occupy.  

I thank Mr Mark Gabrielli, Dining Room Manager, and his staff, who are always friendly, courteous and at all 
times professional. Many thanks to Mr David Boag, Head Gardener, and his staff. He and his team make the 
Parliament look picture perfect at all times.  

Importantly, many thanks to the ladies who greet many to the Parliament—Marilyn David, Cathy Harrison and 
Rosalie Arnold. They, at all times, have a most chivalrous manner with everyone they speak to. 

To all members of staff and their families, I wish you a very merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new 
year. I hope everyone enjoys their time away with family and friends during the break, and that we can all look 
forward to a successful 2009.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 5.06 pm 
__________ 

 
 
 
 
 


